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New South African National Minimum Wage for 2025 

 

Effective 1 March 2025, the National Minimum Wage (NMW) in South Africa will increase 

from R27.58 to R28.79 per hour for each ordinary hour worked. This adjustment applies 

to all employers who fall under the Basic Conditions of Employment Act, as well as 

farmworkers and domestic workers. The increase is based on a recommendation from 

the NMW Commission, which considered the Consumer Price Index (CPI) of 2.9% 

recorded in November 2024, along with an additional 1.5% to provide further support 

for the lowest-paid workers. Workers in the Expanded Public Works Programme will 

have a minimum wage of R15.83 per hour, while workers under learnership 

agreements, contract cleaners, and wholesale and retail sector will have rates outlined 

in the Government Gazette. 

 

Employers who may struggle to meet these new wage requirements can apply for an 

exemption via the National Minimum Wage Exemption System, accessible online.  

 

 

Vuyiswa Miya-Mokwana 

Industrial Relations Executive  
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https://nmw.labour.gov.za/

